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                             Insights into the Book of Revelation – Part 3 – Hell and Hades  
In the Spirit on the Lord’s Day: 
1.  Keep in mind as we go through Revelation is that a variety of voices are being heard. 
2.  While New Testament documents like the Book of Revelation mostly operate within a pre-
existing set of Jewish concepts, the New Testament’s genius and uniqueness is seen  
3.  For instance, the harmonizing of the triumphant cloud riding Messiah with the tragic, meek 
and suffering servant riding on a donkey.  
4.  Revelation 1:10 “I was in the spirit on the Lord's Day” 
5.  The vision he recorded is rooted in the end time reality of the future day of God's triumph as 
John speaks to the present from the dual perspective of the past covenant, and the future with 
the consummation of the covenant and the restoration of all things.  
6.  When John turned back to look in the direction of the voice speaking to him he first saw 
something like a Menorah - the Golden seven branched lamp that stood in the Holy Place in the 
Jerusalem Temple.  
7.  The temple menorah signal to John's audience that his visionary experience took place in the 
Heavenly Temple Tabernacle in the inner section of the temple.  
The Son of Man: 
1.  Revelation 1:12-13 “I turned to see whose voice was speaking to me and on doing so, I saw 
seven golden lampstands in the midst of the lampstands which one like the Son of Man”  
2. Revelation 1:13-14 “I saw like the son of man, clothed in a robe, reaching to his feet and 
girded across his chest with a golden sash” 
3.  Leviticus 16:3-4 “Aaron shall enter the holy place with a bull for a sin offering and a ram 
for a burnt offering. He will put on the holy linen tunic, and the linen undergarments shall be 
next to his body, and he shall be girded with a linen sash and attired with a linen turban 
4.  The description of the garments is symbolic, showing that Jesus is the heavenly priest – fully 
prepared and qualified to carry out his duty. 
5.  Revelation 1:14-16a “His head and his hair were white like white wool, like snow and his 
eyes like the flame of fire. His feet were like burnished bronze when it has been made to glow 
in a furnace and his voice was like the sound of many waters. In his right hand seven stars” 
6.  The number of connections between Daniel and Revelation are numerous  
7.  Remember as I previously have said – scripture interprets scripture we don’t have sink to 
crazy off the wall theories and conjecture – God explains it all in His Book  
8.  The portrayal of the “son of man’s” head and hair (Revelation 1:14a) is the same as the 
Ancient of Days in Dan. 7:9, while the description of his eyes and feet again follow Dan. 10:6 . 
9.  John sees an angel like being holding seven stars in his right hand and it’s important to note 
that He's holding them all in His right hand which speaks of his great authority and power.  
10.  Revelation 1:16. “Now from his mouth came a sharp two- edged sword, and his face was 
like the sun shining in its strength” 
11.  Hebrews 4:12 -“For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing as far as the divisions of the soul and spirit of both joint and marrow and able 
to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” 
Times of Persecution and Turmoil: 
1. The Book of Revelations was during the time of great persecution of the early Christ - the 
letter was a timely one because this letter is a message of bright, hopeful future  
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2.  This is the message for us in the midst of everything that is going on in the world today 
3.  In Matthew 17:1-2 at Christ transfiguration we have a very similar description. “Six days 
later, Jesus took with Him. Peter, James, and John his brother and led them up on a high 
mountain by themselves. And He was transfigured before them and His face shone like the 
sun and His garments became as white as light” 
4.  The difference between the Book of Revelation and Matthew's account is simple. –  in the 
gospels Jesus, transfiguration is temporary while in Revelation it is permanent 
Hell and Hades:  
1.  Holding keys to a particular domain is a clear sign of the ability to exercise authority over 
that domain. 
2.  The resurrected Son of Man the One whose face radiate to God's glory has authority and 
control not only in heaven, but also hell (hades) 
3.  A lot of confusion exists concerning two ideas that appear in Jewish literature, namely Sheol 
and Gehenna - what is called Hades in Greek or Gehenna are two different places.  
4.  in Jewish thinking Hell or Gehenna is empty now and only populated after God's final 
judgment. which is yet to come.  
5.  Sheol generally represents “the place of the dead” - the righteous and the unrighteous go 
there. In ancient Hebrew thought, this “place of the dead” was divided into two sections: a 
place of suffering and a holding place for the righteous. We find this in Luke 16:19-31, where 
Jesus speaks of a wicked rich man and a righteous poor beggar named Lazarus.  
6.  Luke 16:22-23 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The 
rich man also died and was buried; and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and 
saw Abraham far off and Lazarus in his bosom  
7. “Gehenna” is used in eleven of the twelve come from our Lord and refer to hell  
8.  Perhaps the plainest text of all concerning hell’s reality and eternity is found in  
Revelation 14:10-11. “If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives a mark on his 
forehead or on his hand, he also shall drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured unmixed into the 
cup of his anger, and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the 
holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up for ever 
and ever; and they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image and 
whoever receives the mark of the beast” 
9.  Both the joy of heaven and the pains of hell are really indescribable this side of eternity.  
10.  So are the “flames of fire” of hell literal? So, what is the nature of “the pains of hell”?      
11.   God has given to man his entire lifetime on earth to make that irrevocable decision  
12.  Eternity is at stake for so many of our friends and family, so we need to do all in our power 
with the Holy Spirit’s guidance to encourage them to make the decision to accept Jesus as Lord  
Alpha and Omega:                                                            
1.  Revelation 1:19:20 “Therefore, write the things which you have seen, and the things which 
are, and the things which will take place after these things. As for the mystery of the Seven 
Stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven Golden Lampstands, the Seven stars are 
the Angels of the seven assemblies and the seven, lampstands are the seven assemblies” 
2.  The book cannot be fully explained in the light of only 1st century events only 
3.  John's revelation includes predictions of future events that are meant to bring comfort in 
times of discouragement, and persecution 
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